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French Literature 
A Guide to Selected Research Materials         
 

Access Information: 
 

1. All databases listed in this guide are available within all of the KU Libraries and via the 
KU Libraries Web site: http://www.lib.ku.edu 

2. If you are accessing a database from off-campus, you will be prompted to provide your 
online ID and password (the same one used for your KU email).   

 

Finding Books and Journals 
 

KU Library Catalog 
Search Library Catalog to find books and journals that are available in the KU Libraries. To 
determine books on your topic, choose the Simple Search option and select the AND, OR, NOT 
(Keyword Boolean) search.  The Advanced Search will help you combine more fields and 
phrases.  You can search the catalog in French or English. 
 

AND, OR, NOT (Keyword Boolean) 

 use and, or, not to combine search terms 

 use quotation marks to indicate phrases: "Madame Bovary"  

 use opening and closing parentheses to group search terms  

 use ? to truncate: femme?  (will find singular and plural form) 

 
 Examples: Flaubert and (thème? or critique?) 
  Flaubert and “Madame Bovary” 

“ XIXe siècle”  and roman and France 
  “social aspects” and “19th century” and France 
 
You may also use the Subject Heading search to find works that have been determined to be 
about specific topics. 
 
Examples: Flaubert, Gustave, 1821-1880.  Madame Bovary 
  France – History – 19th century 

French Fiction – 19th century – History and Criticism 
 
WorldCat 
The WorldCat database is the OCLC Online Union Catalog, containing more than 32 
million records describing items owned by the KU Libraries and libraries around the 

http://www.lib.ku.edu/
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world. Each record shows which library holds the item.  If KU does not have a particular 
book or journal article, you may request it using the online form available at   
https://illiad.lib.ku.edu/KKU/   
 

Finding Articles  in Databases   
 
(Under Databases A-Z listing on the library home page http://www.lib.ku.edu/ ) 
 

MLA International Bibliography (1923-) 
The MLA International Bibliography, from the Modern Language Association of America, is the 
fundamental research tool for the humanities. The database indexes international scholarly 
materials on modern language, literature, linguistics, and folklore. It provides access to 
scholarly research in nearly 4,000 journals and series. It also covers relevant monographs, 
working papers, proceedings, bibliographies, and other formats. 
 
JSTOR 
JSTOR is an ongoing project designed to provide electronic access to the full-text of core 
academic journals in a variety of disciplines.  JSTOR has many diverse subject strengths, 
covering core journals for African American studies, economics, history, language and 
literature, philosophy, and the general sciences.  Only older issues of the journals are available 
(moving wall is usually 3-5 years). 
 
Project Muse 
Project Muse consists of the full-text electronic editions of journals in the humanities, social 
sciences, and mathematics, published by the Johns Hopkins University Press, or other scholarly 
presses such as Carnegie-Mellon, Duke, Indiana, MIT, Oxford, Pennsylvania State, Hawaii, Texas, 
and Wisconsin. Many different subject areas are covered from 1995 on. 
 
ARTFL Project : Trésor de la langue française [Full Text] 
ARTFL, also known as The Project for American and French Research on the Treasury of 
the French Language, consists of nearly 2,000 texts, ranging from classic works of French 
literature to various kinds of non-fiction prose and technical writing. Genres include 
novels, verse, theater, journalism, essays, correspondence, and treatises. Subjects 
include literary criticism, biology, history, economics, and philosophy. 
 
Arts and Humanities Citation Index [** in Web of Science database] (1983-) 
Arts & Humanities Citation Index is a multidisciplinary index covering the journal literature of 
the arts and humanities. It fully covers 1,144 of the world's leading arts and humanities 
journals, and it indexes individually selected, relevant items from over 6,800 major science and 
social science journals.  AHCI may be used to track what a particular author has published and 
who is citing their work.  Print copies of AHCI are in Watson Reference Stacks at Ref Z 5931 .A78 
(1975-1995) 
 
Iter : gateway to the Middle Ages and Renaissance  
Provides access to an online bibliography for articles, essays, books, and reviews for the study 
of the Middle Ages and the Renaissance (400-1700). Also includes online access to Iter Italicum, 

https://illiad.lib.ku.edu/KKU/
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a finding list of Renaissance humanistic manuscripts, and the International Directory of 
Scholars, a listing of scholars in the field. 
 
Literature Resource Center 
Provides access to biographies, bibliographies and critical analysis of authors from every age 
and literary discipline. Covers more than 90,000 novelists, poets, essayists, journalists and other 
writers, with in-depth coverage of 2,000 of the most-studied authors. 
 
General Databases 
These databases are multi-disciplinary and are good starting points when beginning your 
research to find a wide range of scholarly and popular sources. 
 
Academic Search Premier 
Expanded Academic ASAP  
Proquest Research Library 
Wilson Omnifile 
 
Finding Newspapers 
 
Lexis-Nexis Academic 
Extensive array of full-text news (newspapers, wire services, transcripts and newsletters), 
business literature, industry and company information, legal, biographical, and reference 
resources.  
  
Factiva 
Provides worldwide full text coverage of local and regional newspapers, trade publications, 
business newswires, press release wires, media transcripts, news photos, business-rich Web 
sites, investment analyst reports, market research reports, country and regional profiles, 
company profiles, historical market data. You can select newspapers by region, country or 
language. 
 
Historical abstracts  
A bibliographic database to the history of the world from 1450 to the present (excluding the 
United States and Canada, which are covered in the database, America: History and Life). 
Indexes journal and book literature. 
 

Selected Print Resources  (These are located in Watson Library Reference Collection, 3rd floor.) 
 
Bibliographies 
 
Besterman, Theodore.  A world bibliography of bibliographies and bibliographical catalogues, 
calendars, abstracts, digests, indexes, and the like.  4th edition. 5 vols. 
Z1002 .B5685 1982 
 
Balay, Robert, ed.  Guide to reference books 
Z1035.1 .G89 1996  (shelved near Watson Library Reference Desk) 
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Kempton, Richard.  French literature:  an annotated guide to selected bibliographies.  
Z2171 .A1 C34 1981 
 
Cabeen, David.  A critical bibliography of French literature. 
Z2171 .C5 
 

Klapp, Otto.  Bibliographie de franzosischen Literaturwissenschaft.  (Bibliographie d'histoire 
littéraire française) 
Z2171 .K55 
 
Rancoeur, René.  Bibliographie de la littérature française du moyen age à nos jours. 
Z2171 .R3x 
 
Cioranescu, Alexandre.  Bibliographie de la littérature française du dix-huitième siècle. 
Z2172 .C48  v. 1-3 
 
Cioranescu, Alexandre.  Bibliographie de la littérature française du dix-septième siècle. 
Z2172 .C52  v. 1-3 
 
French Institute.  French XX 
Z2173 .M6 
 
Place, Joseph and Place, Georges G.  Bibliographie des auteurs modernes de langue française. 
Z2173 .T3  v.1-22 
 
Bassan, Fernande.  An annotated bibliography of French language and literature. 
Z2175.A2 B38 1976 
 
Literary Guides and Dictionaries 
 
Encyclopedia of contemporary French culture 
DC33.7 .E53 1998 
 
Dictionnaire mondial des littératures 
PN41 .D4875 2002 
 
Dictionnaire des lettres françaises (XIXe siècle. 2v.) 
PQ 41 .D53 1992 
 
Dictionnaire des littératures de langue française ς general literature, authors 
PQ 41 .B4 1994 
 
Dictionnaire des oeuvres littéraires de langue française ς literary works 
PQ 41 .B42 1994 
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Guide to French Literature, 2 vols. 
PQ 226 .L48 1992 
 
New Oxford Companion to Literature in French  
PQ 41 .N48 1995 
 
Seventeenth-Century French writers 
PS21 .D488 vol. 268 
 

Dissertations 
 
Proquest Dissertations and Theses  (1861 to present) 
A good source for finding current and past dissertations in French literature.  Provides online 
access to over 2 million dissertations and master's theses, many of which are available in full 
text for immediate downloading. Citations are available for dissertations dating from 1861 and 
full text online from 1997. 
  

Biographical Sources      

 

Biography and Genealogy Master Index  Database indexes more than 12.7 million biographical 
sketches in more than 3,400 volumes and editions of current and retrospective reference 
books, covering both contemporary and historical figures throughout the world.  This is an 
excellent place to look for sources of biographical information. 

 

Marquis Who’s Who on the Web  Allows users to locate biographical information about more 
than one million individuals in more than 800 occupations using a single search and is updated 
daily.  
 

Selected Web Resources 
 

Bibliotèque Nationale de France     http://www.bnf.fr/ 

Available in French & English, this website provides the searchable catalog for the French 
National Library.  Internal links include Cultural Events, the Library, Collections, the Digital 
Library, Practical Information, the BnF Catalogues Services and Virtual Exhibitions.   

The European Library  http://search.theeuropeanlibrary.org/portal/en/index.html 

The European Library is a free service that offers access to the resources of the 48 national 
libraries of Europe in 20 languages. Resources can be digital or bibliographical (books, posters, 
maps, sound recordings, videos, etc.). Currently The European Library gives access to 150 
million entries across Europe. The amount of referenced digital collections is constantly 
increasing. Quality and reliability are guaranteed by the 48 collaborating national libraries of 
Europe. 

 

http://www.bnf.fr/
http://www.bnf.fr/
http://search.theeuropeanlibrary.org/portal/en/index.html
http://search.theeuropeanlibrary.org/portal/en/index.html
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Fabula         http://www.fabula.org/ 

Launched in early 1999, Fabula is a non-profit resource and meeting place for researchers 
seeking to spread scientific information and knowledge about literary theory and literary 
poetics.  The site was conceived and created by Alexandre Gefen ("Groupe de recherche 
Modernités", University Bordeaux IIIτMichel de Montaigne) with the collaboration of René 
Audet ("Creliq", University of Laval, Quebec).   

French Online Resources      http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/fr-on.html 

Searchable collection of electronic French texts; but some resources are restricted to U. of 
Virginia users only. Accented letters can be searched for in their unaccented forms; searching 
for tete a tete will yield tête-à-tête.  

French Studies Web (WESS)  http://wess.lib.byu.edu/index.php/French_Studies_Web 

Broad coverage of various types of sources, including literature, linguistics & culture  

Gallica: Images et Textes du XIXe Siècle Francophone    http://gallica.bnf.fr/ 

An experimental web site created to give scholars access to digitized holdings of the French 
National Library. Search engine provides access to over 100,000 fully digitized volumes (full 
text!) and 300,000 digitized images. Concentration is on the 19th century. Full text available in 
PDF format.  

HAPAX: French Resources on the Web     http://hapax.be.sbc.edu/ 

Links to French-related resources on the Web of interest to university-level teachers and 
students. This server is dedicated to the promotion of French world-wide. Includes sections on 
literary criticism and theory; literature (e-texts and other servers; and literature databases (e.g., 
Baudelaire Database, Concordance de Balzac, etc.)  

Tennessee Bob's Famous French Links  http://www.utm.edu/departments/french/french.html 

Not research-oriented, but does provide some useful links including sections on:  Finding New 
Francophone Sites; Books and Literature; History of France and the French-Speaking World, 
etc.  Also useful for pedagogy and teaching resources.  

Yale University French Studies http://www.library.yale.edu/Internet/frenchlit.html 

This page provides pointers to the print and microform collections, online databases, internet 
resources, and other resources for conducting research in French Language and Literature at 
Yale University. 

 
Frances Devlin 
Librarian for French & Italian Literature 
Email:  fadevlin@ku.edu  Phone:  864-8925 
 Updated:  September 2008 
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