MINUTES OF MOLLAS MEETING AT SALALM LV
Providence, Rhode Island, 23 July 2010
 
Members present: Paula M. Carns (U of Illinois at UC), Luis Gonzalez (Indiana U-Bloomington), Marne Grinolds (Ohio U), Jana Krentz (U of Kansas), Nereal Llamas, Convener (U of Michigan), Suzanne Schadl (UNM), Rafael E. Tarrago, Secretary (U of MN), Mary Jo Zeter (MSU)
Visitors: Allison Hicks (U of Colorado-Boulder), Meagan Lacy (Indiana U Purdue at Indianapolis), Mary Raple (U of Kansas), Sarah G. Wenzel (U of Chicago)
 
INTRODUCTION
Nerea openend the meeting welcoming those present. Jana introduced Mary Raple, her assistant. Given the fact that there were three visitors at the meeting, all those present introduced themselves. 
 
2009 MINUTES
The minutes for last year's meeting in Berlin were accepted, and they wil be sent to Kansas to be posted in the MOLLAS web site. Institutional reports were shared through the MOLLAS institutional list serv.
 
INSTITUTIONAL REPORTS
Sarah G. Wenzel expressed interest in being added to the MOLLAS list, and asked what MOLLAS members included in their institutional reports. Her position at the University of Chicago includes responsibility for Romance languages, and Latin American literature is part of these. She said that Latin American Studies at the U of Chicago are covered by the librarians assigned to several disciplines.   
 
GROUP DISCUSSION OF LIBRARY ISSUES
Jana reported that the University of Kansas Libraries is involved in several collection development cooperative projects. Nerea reported that in Michigan the Dean of Libraries has suggested that the Libraries could become involved in more collaborative projects.  Suzanne reported that at the UNM there is an emphasis in supporting special collections and that the Latin American Art collection has received support. Suzanne also reported that at UNM user driven collection development has been adopted, except for Latin American Studies, Native American Studies, and Chicano Studies. 
 
From the general discussion on developments at the libraries in MOLLAS institutions, it could be surmised that they differ, but that an emphasis on liaison work over collections work seems to be a general trend. Also the adoption in varying degress of collection on demand. These developments have been started in some cases after visits by the R2 consultants--Minnesota and Indiana--who emphasize library floor space as an important consideration. At the Univesity of Michigan there have been workshops about collection development, and users statistics are a big source of the changes proposed. Policies about cataloging differ too. In the U of Illinois at UC Latin American materials are sent to a remote storage and they are cataloged by request, while at MSU they have dropped from OCLC, because of concerns about its records. 
 
The group agreed that it is important to gather data in order to support claims about the importance of collections in area studies. Jana suggested that area studies librarians ought to write articles for library journals about the peculiarities of their collections, and documenting their arguments with data. She would like to have a meeting in Kansas to discuss African, Asian, Latin American, and Slavic area studies that would include faculty members, librarians, and administrators. Luis said that his colleagues in area studies at Indiana U-Bloomington have presented a proposal for drafting a survey on global collections to map the field of area studies in libraries.
 
COOPERATIVE COLLECTION DEVELOPMENT
Nerea brought to the group two collection cooperation projects that were mentioned at the meeting of MOLLAS last year. The first one of these projects was the coverage of HAPI titles published on paper among all MOLLAS libraries. She proposed using the list of periodicals analyzed by HAPI published in the 2007 issue in order to make a list of HAPI indexes journals and dividing the titles in the list among ourselves. Jana suggested that the implementation of this project be assigned to an individual, and to have that person ake sure that all steps are followed to completion. Rafael will send a copy of the list of periodicals analyzed in the 2007 issue of HAPI to the LAS librarians at MOLLAS member institutions. Paula qualified what we will be doing as searching what titles we have in print in our libraries By December everyone will have reported which of those titles are held at his/her institution. Participation on this project will be based on present holdings at each of the MOLLAS libraries periodicals collections. Jana and Suzanne will coordinate this project. 
 
Next Nerea mentioned the Mexican monographs collection cooperation project agreed by MOLLAS members at the meeting last year in Berlin. At that meeting we agreed to share collecting Mexican materials by topic in the following manner:
Michigan--colonial history
Kansas--immigration and transnational movement
Indiana--indigenous languages and literatures and political history
UNM--art
Minnesota--women and gender issues
Wilsconsin--contemporary literature
Nerea wants to formalize this project, and she will send to all MOLLAS members a message concerning this project.
 
FINAL CONSIDERATIONS 
Nerea expressed concern about the carrying over of MOLLAS membership when the LAS librarian at a MOLLAS member institutions changes jobs or passes away--Scott Van Jacob has not been replaced and the University of Notre Dame is not represented in MOLLAS at present. Jana suggested that the MOLLAS convenor should write every year a letter to the directors of member libraries to remind them of the presence of MOLLAS. Suzanne proposed that this shoud be done by someone designated as overseer/manager whose holder would do that annual contact with library directors, and would also contact the replacements of MOLLAS members who retire or leave their job. She volunteered to take that position.
 
The meeting was adjourned.
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Rafael E. Tarrago, Secretary
  

